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to the enemy. Still Ms situation would have been most
critical, but for the state of affairs in the enemy's camp.
The Seraskier was attended by more than twenty other
pachas. But they were all at enmity with each other. One
of them, and the bravest, was e-ven poisoned by the
Seraskier. Provisions were running short in consequence of
their own dissensions. Winter was fast approaching; the
cannonading had produced no conspicuous effect; and the
soldiers were disbanding. In this situation the Sultan's
lieutenants again saw the necessity of courting aid from the
Christian population of the country. Ali on his part never
scrupled to bid against them at any price ; and at length,
irritated by the ill-usage of the Turks on their first entrance,
and disgusted with the obvious insincerity of their reluctant
and momentary kindness, some of the bravest Christian
tribes (especially the celebrated Suliotes) consented to take
All's bribes, forgot his past outrages and unnumbered per-
fidies ; and, reading his sincerity in the extremity of his
peril, these bravest of the brave ranged themselves amongst
the Sultan's enemies. During the winter they gamed some
splendid successes ; other alienated friends came back to
Ali; and even some Mohammedan Beys were persuaded to
take up arms in his behalf. Upon the whole, the Turkish
Divan was very seriously alarmed ; and so much so, that it
superseded the Seraskier Ismael, replacing him with the
famous Kourshid Pacha, at that time viceroy of the Morea.
And so ended the year 1820.

This state of affairs could not escape the attention of the
vigilant Hetseria. Here was Ali Pacha, hitherto regarded as
an insurmountable obstacle in their path, absolutely com-
pelled by circumstances to be their warmest friend. The
Turks again, whom no circumstances could entirely disarm,
were yet crippled for the time, and their whole attention
preoccupied by another enemy, most alarming to their policy,
and most tempting to their cupidity. Such an opportunity
it seemed unpardonable to neglect. Accordingly, it was
resolved to begin the insurrection. At its head was placed
Prince Alexander Ypsilanti, a son of that Hospodar of
Wallachia whose deposition by the Porte had produced the
Russian War of 1806. This prince's qualifications consisted